
Philosophy/Education 362
UFV 2025 Special Version



Goal
• To provide a well-considered student contribution to the UFV 

2025 Visioning project
• Supported by Dr. Ken Brealey

• One final project, jointly written by 13 students

• My role is essentially that of facilitator
• The resultant recommendations should not be seen as 

reflections of my view—for better or worse!

• Course has no tuition fees, although students were required 
to buy an inexpensive text



Class Composition
• An effort was made to be inclusive in student selection, 

although there is a predominance of Arts students:
• 1 international student & 1 Indigenous student
• 1 Science, 1 Business, 1 Fine Arts student
• 2 Prospective Education students
• Diversity of Arts students: English, History, Psychology, 

Criminology, Sociology, MACS & Philosophy (x3)
• 1 student on an athletic scholarship 
• 7 women & 6 men, ranging from first to fifth year level, from 

quite young to mature
• Several noted that they have children who might well attend 

UFV

• All students are ‘good’ students & committed to the continued 
success of UFV



Our work:
• Read most documents on UFV 2025 Visioning reading list  

• Read selected works in Philosophy of Education
• However, this course has significantly less philosophical 

content than a regular version of the course 

• Discussed general ideas of educational planning, as well as 
some basic issues in philosophy of education: especially, 
concepts of education, autonomy, accountability and 
assessment 

• Open-ended discussion of UFVs strengths and challenges 



The Project
• 5 small groups, each focusing on a particular area or areas of 

concern 
• For example, one group is looking at issues arising from the 

UFV Institutional Learning Outcomes
• Another is considering the idea of 3 year degrees
• One is thinking about interesting (albeit controversial) ideas 

of financial support for UFV
• The group as a whole will review the small group submissions, 

edit them, and develop the final report



Timeline
• Small groups are expected to have their drafts completed 

by Thursday April 30.
• To be discussed by the whole group on Friday.
• We hope to have the Final Report to the Visioning 

Committee by late May



Challenges
• Students are generally high GPA students at the end of the 

programs
• Overall they are successful students who are happy with UFV, 

so their suggestions might be on the ‘conservative’ side

• I continue to have anxiety over the degree to which I am 
satisfying the official course requirements for UFV
• However, I feel the trade-off for the opportunity to engage in 

practical philosophy is worth it, all things considered
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